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News Brief  
 

 President Md Abdul Hamid has called upon judges and others concerned to perform their assigned 

tasks with integrity and sincerity to ensure justice to the justice-seekers. The President's call came when 

a five-member delegation of the Supreme Court's Appellate Division led by Acting Chief Justice Md 

Abdul Wahhab Miah called on him at Bangabhaban yesterday. During the meeting, the President was 

apprised of overall activities of the Supreme Court by the acting chief justice.  

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has urged the Commonwealth countries to exert pressure on the 

Myanmar government to stop persecution on its Rohingya citizens and take them back from Bangladesh 

at the earliest. The Prime Minister said this while inaugurating 63rd Commonwealth Parliamentary 

Conference at a function at South Plaza of the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban in Dhaka yesterday. Sheikh 

Hasina said Bangladesh has given temporary shelter to a huge number of Rohingyas on humanitarian 

ground. Sheikh Hasina said, inhuman persecution meted out on the Rohingya population in the 

Rakhaine state of Myanmar and their forceful expulsion from their homeland have created instability in 

the region and beyond. Meanwhile, Parliamentarians of different member states have called for 

adopting a resolution at its general assembly to mount pressure on Myanmar to end the Rohingyas crisis 

immediately. Condemning persecution by Myanmar security forces, they said, the world community 

must act immediately through taking a resolution and other measures to force Myanmar to take back 

their citizens. They made the proposal after Bangladesh Foreign Minister AH Mahmood Ali briefed the 

conference about Rohingya situation in the afternoon session yesterday. 

 US Under Secretary of State for Political Affairs Thomas A Shannon has reassured continued US 

support to Bangladesh in handling the Rohingyas crisis. The assurance came as the US Under Secretary 

of State called on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at Ganabhaban in Dhaka yesterday. The Prime 

Minister appreciated the US stance on Rohingya issue saying continued pressure and engagement with 

Myanmar is required for peaceful resolution of the crisis. Earlier, the 6th Bangladesh-US Partnership 

Dialogue was held at the state guesthouse Padma in Dhaka yesterday. Foreign Secretary Md. Shahidul 

Haque and the US Under Secretary of State Thomas Shannon led their respective sides to the dialogue. 

After the dialogue, the US Under Secretary of State responding to a query from a journalist at the press 

briefing informed, his country wants diplomatic efforts to resolve the Rohingyas crisis rather than 

punishing Myanmar.  

 Commerce Minister Tofail Ahmed has sought cooperation of Australia for putting international 

pressure on the Myanmar government to repatriate the Rohingyas to their homeland. The Minister 

sought the cooperation while meeting with the Australian Foreign Affairs Minister Julie Bishop at the 

Perth City of Australia.  

 Road Transport and Bridges Minister Obaidul Quader has said, initiatives are going on to send back 

the forcibly displaced Myanmar nationals to their motherland Rakhine state. The Minister said this 

while he was distributing 101 trucks relief items on behalf of the Awami League among Rohingya 

people at Kutupalang and Balukhali makeshift camps in Cox's Bazar yesterday.  

  Civil Aviation and Tourism Minister Rashed Khan Menon has urged the private sector to build 

resorts and motels across the country under public private partnership for further flourishment of the 

country's tourism sector. He said this while he was speaking at a views-exchange meeting on tourism 

development in Narail. Later, the Minister laid foundation stone of a Eco Park in Narail. 

 Germany based Siemens AG has signed a MoU for setting up a 3,600 megawatt combined cycle 

power plant based on Liquefied Natural Gas by 2021 at Dhankhali in Patuakhali district. The state-run 

North-West Power Generation Company Limited and Siemens AG signed the MoU at Bidyut Bhaban in 

Dhaka yesterday. 

 The key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange, DSEX, declined 0.42 per cent or 26.03 points to close at 

6,072.99 points yesterday after gaining 104 points in previous four trading sessions. 
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